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the sixth to the twelfth year. In 1642 Duke Ernst the Pious
of Gotha, who more than any other ruler deserves the credit'
for the founding of the modern system of German schools,
adopted a comprehensive regulation for the schools of the
duchy which was in principle and in many details sub-
stantially the system of the German states at the present
time. Attendance from the fifth year was required of every
boy and girl in the province. The school year was to be ten
months in length and the children were compelled to attend
every day. The school day was to be from nine to twelve and
from one to four every day in the weeks except that Wednesday
and Saturday afternoons were free. Parents were to be fined"
for non-attendance of children. The subjects of instruction
were those of the Wurtemberg plan with the addition of
arithmetic. The grading of the schools, the details of the
subjects of study, and the methods of instruction were all
provided for in the general law.
The Thirty Years' War (1618-1648) had disastrous influ-
ence upor, the development of the school systems of all the
Ge.rmun states and it was not until the eighteenth century
thLc school affairs began to make continuous and rapid prog-
/ess. During that century the Prussian school system de-
veloped, though founded in 1648, and rapidly forged to the
front in all educational matters. By this time, however, it
was political rather than religious consideration that was
determinative in the control of the schools.
No other people have even approximated the achieve-
ments of the German states in these respects. Until late
into the nineteenth century England left all educational
effort either to the family or to the Church, through special
institutions of the great public schools, or through special
societies, such as the Society for the Promoting Christian
Knowledge (founded 1699), or the British and Foreign School
Society (founded 1805), the National Society (1811), and the
Hume and Colonial Infant School Society (1836').